
Y11 & Y13 
Revision Evening

Welcome to Prince William School

Lead Practitioners:
Helen Melrose
Cheryl Abbiss



The Evening

Cheryl Abbiss – Exams – Revision tips 
and tricks

Helen Melrose – Mind Matters



Revision Tips and Tricks

Prince William School Website:

Parents/ Revision Tips



Learning Styles to help your child revise



Is your child always on their phone? 

Download useful revision apps!

CHEGG flashcards

• Free from Apple store

• Makes revision engaging

• Flashcards on the go



Get Revising!

• Downloadable personalised 
revision timetables created 
online

• Colour coded subjects and 
classes

• Use this for homework too



Quizlet

• Free from Apple store

• Makes revision engaging

• Cards for subjects already 
made up

• Can create a quiz too



Podcasts

• Free from the App store

• Makes revision engaging 
(auditory learners)

• Great for subjects like History 
and Business Studies



The Revision App

• Made by teachers

• Catered to GCSE/ A Level 
students

• Parental help with UCAS

Quote from 



iBooks

• Download from the App store

• Great for subjects like: English 
language/ English Literature/ 
Science/ Business Studies/ 
History/ Geography

• You can browse, download and 
enjoy your books that you’ve 
been studying and authors 
whenever and wherever you 
want.



The Homework App

• Download from the App store

• Create a timetable

• Deadline schedule 

• Tick off assignments when 
completed

• Keeps you organised



Focus Now

• Not a revision app, but if your child 
struggles to concentrate, it’s a 
great way to keep them focused 
on revising. 

• They have to revise for long 
enough to ensure that their tomato 
plant grows… otherwise it dies 



Ideas for revising alone
• Dictate your notes into a recording device and listen to them

• Write notes and diagrams on post-its and have them on something you see everyday

• Mind map your topic 

• Memory challenge - look at the labelled version of a drawing or a piece of text for 30 seconds. Cover it up and try and draw or write 
what you saw. Compare the two pictures or notes. Whatever you didn’t include is what you need to revise more

• Cheat Cards- Put the key points of a topic on a piece of paper you can hide in your pencil case. Limited space means you can only 
write the most important things (Don’t use this in the real exam!)

• Concept Map – Write key words onto A3 paper, link them with arrows, write over the arrows how the two words are linked

• Invent a Mnemonic or Acrostic for remembering difficult concepts

• Read the revision guide/your notes – small chunks

• Make bullet points from revision guide/ notes

• Create an exam paper include questions and a mark scheme.  If working with others, swap and answer. Then swap back and mark.

• Draw diagrams/pictures from your notes

• Write descriptions of diagrams

• Answer questions from the revision guide



Ideas for revising with others

• Put key words and definitions on to separate cards, turn them all over and mix them up. Then try to find the pairs by 
turning them over, if you get a pair you get another go. The person with the most pairs wins. Play a few times and keep 
adding more key words and definitions

• Get pieces of A4 paper with key topics written on the top. Each person writes something about that topic on the paper 
and pass it to another. Keep passing the paper until it is full. Afterwards, check you understand everything on the paper, 
what you don’t know you need to revise further.

• Talk-Listen-repeat - Face a partner and talk on a subject for 30 seconds (they might want to write it down first). Now 
swap. Repeat trying to get more key words into the 30 seconds without looking at their notes.

• Using the criteria, give an answer to a question that will give you an 4.  Next person moves this up to a 5 and so on... can 
you work as a team to push to the higher grades

• Each person writes a list of 10 questions on the topics you find the hardest (include the answers) then ask you questions 
to each other and score each other. 

• Pictionary / speed Pictionary – draw pictures which represent key words, team members or partners guess what they 
are

• Paper in a bucket – Write topic key words on scraps of paper, put them all in a bucket, each person picks one out and 
has to describe the key word without saying the word. Person with the most wins that round. Then put them all back. 
Round 2 – same thing but only say one or two words. Round 3 – same thing but act out the word



Memory Matters

Helen Melrose



The new qualifications have 

more content and are more 

challenging

Students are overloaded 

with information but 

remember very little of it

Students are expected to 

remember it all at the end 

of two years



“I can remember that 

someone tripped up in the 

middle of the classroom 

but cannot remember what 

the lesson was actually 

about”.

Episodic

Remembering the 

events/episodes in our 

lives

Semantic

Information, facts and concepts.

Takes effort to learn them

Not dependent on context

Remember the lesson where you 

learned about squares?!



Working 

memory

Mostly forgotten 

within 1-2hours



Working 

Memory

Into long term 

memory

HOW?



1. Elaborative rehearsal

Elaboration is making associations 

between the new information and what you 

already know

• Creating a mental image of the new 

information

• Recoding information (notes, ‘Thinking 

Hard’ reading approach)

• Concept maps – links between existing 

knowledge



2. Don’t overload the working memory

• Step by step approach – layered learning

• 4 new things, no more

• Be absolutely clear WHAT we are learning 

today

When the working memory is overloaded, 

information leaks out.



3. Chunking

Be efficient with the space in your working 

memory

• Chunking comes from prior knowledge 

• If you know more, then you can chunk 

more

• If you chunk more you can keep more in 

your working memory

• You have more space for more knowledge

• You can build on that to create 

understanding

4-7-1-1-3-2-4



4. Testing is ‘retrieval'

All the research says it is the ACT of trying 

to remember that strengthens memory

• Allow yourself to struggle to remember

• Ask yourself to retrieve first THEN re-

teach

• You are conditioning your brain

• Allow time to forget (1 day, 1 week, 1 

month etc.)



5. Strengthen memory throughout the day



6. Retrieval books

• At the end of each session, write down 3-

5 questions, with answers in the back of a 

revision book

• The start of the next session is spent 

answering your own questions 

• After a few weeks, combine questions to 

create a retrieval quiz































PiXL Revision Resources

Students can ask their subject 

teachers about these 

resources



Thank you for listening

We’re available for Learning & Teaching 
questions at the end.

Please take the revision guidance 
booklets home (also on website).


